What is claimed is: 




A dbntainer for transporting cargo on a flatbed veliicle, tfie container 
compl| 

a tob wall structure, 

a bofbm wall structure opposing the top wall structure, 
a frontVa" structure, 

|ll structure Opposing the front wall structure, and 

btures disposed in opposing relation, the top wall 
blllstaicture, the front wall structure, the rear wall 



a rear 
a pair of)sidewall 
structure, theNbottom 



structure and th^ side /val\structures bei/g coupled so as to fonm an enclosed 
interior space, 

the bottom wall strubtWj:^ leg structures extending therefrom, the 
leg structures beinb spaced a sufficient length and being constructed and 
arranged to be received in\ recesses defined at opposing sides of a cargo 
canying surface of the flatbed vehicle to mount the container with respect to 
the cargo carrying surfs 

certain of said wallXstruAtures being constructed and arranged to be 
opened and closed to acc\ss the Interior space. 



The container of claim 1 , in ^mbination with the flatbed vehicle, the flatbed 
vehicle including the cargo c^rying surface having the opposing sides, the 
opposing sides each having rail structure coupled to the associated side 
defining the relpesses constructe\and arranged to receive the leg structures. 



The container of dlaim 2, wherein\the bottom wall structure includes fork- r 
receiving stdjSi^^ at least o^^ pair of slots constructed and arranged 
to receive forks of a forklift. 




The containec of claim 3, 
of generally U^aped 
wall structure, th( 
planar underside surface. 



rein the fork receiving structure includes a pair 
bers coupled \o and extending from the bottom 
pe6 members beina in spaced relation and having a 
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The cabtainer of claim 4, wherein the fork receiving structure is constructed 
and artensed so that the planar underside surface of the U-shaped members 
contactsMp? c^f^o carrying surface when the container is carried by the 
flatbed vehicle 

The container of claim 1, wherein the bottom wall structure is generally 
rectangular with the leg structures including a leg extending from each corner 
of the bottom wall staicture, each leg defining stops to control an extent to 
which the legs are received in the recesses. 




The container of claim 1 , wherein said certain wall structures 
walls structure and the front wall structure. 





ude the top 



The container of claim 7, further including locking structure constructed and 
arranged lock in a closed condition, the top wall structures together with the 
front wall structures. 



The container of claim 1 , wherein the4op wall structure includes at least a first 



top panel pivotally coupled to oneT of 
second top panel pivotally coupled to 



i^ewall structures and at least a 
'the/ other sidewall structure such that 




the entire top wall structure can be oper^K^to access the interior space when 
the first and second top panels are/pivoted with respect to their respective 



sidewall structure. 



The container of claim 8, wherein each of the first and second top panels is 
coupled to a respective sideyvall structure via a hinge connection, whereby to 
obtain a fully opened position of the top wall structure, the first top panel is 
constructed and arranged to move about the hinge connection thereof to be 
generally adjacent to the one sidewall structure and the second top panel is 
constructed and arranged to move about the hinge connection thereof to be 
generally adjacent t/the other sidewall structure. 
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^JX^The cx)ntainer of claim 10. wherein a pair of first top panels and a pair of^ 
second top panels are provided. 




The container of claim 1, wherein the front wall structure includes a first front 
panel pivotally coupled to one of the sidewall structures and a second front 
panel pivotally coupled to the other sidewall structure such^at the entire 
front wall structure can be opened to access the interior space when the first 
and second front panels are pivoted with respect to their /espective sidewall 
structure. 

/ / 

The container of clain^Vly wherein each of the first ^nd second front panels is 
coupled to a respective sidewalk structure via a double acting hinge 



connection. 




The container of claim 1 , wherein the top wall structure includes at least a first 
front panel coupled to one^^ideJ^M^trejc^ via a hinge connection and at 
least a second top panel coupled to/ttie,other sidewall structure via a hinge 
connection, whereby to obtain a fu\\^spene6 position of the top wall structure, 
the first top panel is constructemand arranged to move about the hinge 
connection thereof to be genei;ally a^acent to the one sidewall structure and 
the second top panel is constructed \nd arranged to move about the hinge 
connection thereof to be generally adjacent to the other sidewall structure. 



The container of claim 14. wherein the front wall structure includes a first front 
panel coupled to one ^dewall structure via a double acting hinge connection 
and a second front p^nel coupled to the other sidewall structure via a double 
acting hinge connection, whereby when the top wall structure is in the fully 
opened position .thereof . to obtain a fully opened position of the front wall 
structure, the first front panel is constructed and arranged to move about the 

double acting hinge connection thereof to be generally adjacent to the first top 

/ 

panel and the second front panel is constructed and arranged to move about 
the double-acting hinge connection thereof to be generally adjacent to the 
second t^p panel. 
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The container of claim 15, wherein a pair of adjacent first top panels are, 
provided defining a front first top panel and a rear first top panel, and pak/of 
second top panels are provided defining a front second top panel andX^ear 
second top panel. 

The container of claim 16, further including locking structure constructed and 
arranged to permit all of the top panels and the front panels4o be interlocked 
in a closed condition. 



The container of claim 17, wherein the locking structure includes: 

a first plate coupled to a top edge of one of the first top panels so as 

to extend over a top edge of the other first top^anel. 

a second plate coupled to a top edge of one of the second top panels 

so as to extend over a top ^dge of the other second top panel, 

a third plate coupled to a top edge of one of the front top panels as to 

/! / 

extend over a top edge of the otheyfront top panel, 

a fourth plate cdyjJl^l^^op edge of one of the rear top panels so as 
to extend over a top edge ofuhe/other rear top panel. 

a fifth plate coupled ytcua^ont edge of a front panel so as to extend 
over a front edge of the othenfront panel, and 

a movable locking mechgnism secured to one of the front panels 
including a lock constructed and al^nged to be received in a recess in an 
edge of one of the front top panels so as to interlock all of the top panels and 
e front panels In4ie closed condition. 



The container^ of claim 1 , further including leg-receiving recesses in a top 
portion there'of constructed and arranged to receive leg structures of another 

said container such that said containers can be disposed in a vertically 

/ 

stacked anrangement. 

/ 

/ 

The container of claim 19, further including guides operatively associated with 
certaui of the leg-receiving recesses, the guides being constructed and 



/ 
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arranged to aid in inserting the legs into the leg-receiving recesses when 
stacking containers. 



y2^. The container of claim 1 in combination with a cover, the cover being 
constructed and arranged to be received in the interior of the container so as 
to sun^ound and cover cargo. 

A container for transporting cargo on a flatbed vehicle, the container 
comprising: 

a top wall structure, 

a bottom wall structure opposing the top walLslructure, 
a front wall structure, / / 

a rear wall structure opposip the front^all structure, and 
a pair of sidewall structures disposed in opposing relation, the top wall 
staicture. the bottom wall^tjucture^the front wall structure, the rear wall 
structure and the sidew^tlstri^^ being coupled so as to form an 




enclosed interior space. \ / 1 / 

y the bottom wall structure\having fork-receiving structure extending 

6 therefrom, the fork-receiving' stmWure being constructed and arranged to 

R receive forl<s of a forklift to'move tlib container and, to support the container 

W / \ 

0 when the container is resting on a surrace, 

g the top wall structure and the front wall structure being constructed and 

nj arranged to be opened and closed to place and store cargo in the interior 



space. 



The container of claim 22, further including locking structure constructed and 
arranged to lock, in a closed condition, the top wall structure together with the 
front wall stnjcture. 



container of claim 22, wherein the top wall structure includes at least a 
first top4anel coupled to one sidewall structure via a hinge connection and at 
least a second top panel coupled to the other sidewall structure via a hinge 
connection, whereby to obtain a fully opened position of the top wall structure, 
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the first top panel is constructed and arranged to move about the hin^e 
connection thereof to be generally adjacent to the one sidewall structure and 
the second top panel is constructed and arranged to move about t^e hinge 
connection thereof to be generally adjacent to the other sidewall st/ucture. 




The container of claim 24, wherein the front wall structure includes a first front 
panel coupled to one sidewall structure via a double hinge/connection and a 

second front panel coupled to the other sidewall structure via a double hinge 

/ 

connection, whereby when the top wall structure is in the fully opened position 
thereof, to obtain a fully opened position of the front wall structure, the first 
front panel is constructed and arranged to moye about the double hinge 
connection thereof to be generallWadjacent tp^the first top panel and the 
second front panel is constructed/and arranged to move about the double 

hinge connection thereof to be geijerally adjacent to the second top panel. 

/ 

^ef^^^he container of claim 25. wherein a^p^ir of first top panels and a pair of 
second top panels are provided. \/ 

The container of claim 22, wherein the bottom wall structure is rectangular 
and has legs extending from each coVier thereof, the legs being constructed 
and arranged to be received'^in recesse^efined at sides of a cargo carrying 





surface of the flatbed vehicle. 



yi/^ I 




/ 

The container of clairTj^22, wherein the fork receiving structure includes pairs 
of generally U-shapjed members coupled to and extending from the bottom 
wall structure, each* pair of U-shaped members being in spaced relation and a 
bo'ttom surface of each U-shaped member being planar. 

The container of claim 22. further including supporting structure mounted 
between the' to the sidewall structures to provide rigidity to the container and 
being reniovable with respect to the sidewall structures so as not to obstruct 



entry into the interior space of the container. 

/ 
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A method of transporting cargo on a flatbed vehicle comprising: 

providing a container having a top wall structure; a bottom wall structure 
opposing the top wall structure, the bottom wall structure having legs 
extending therefrom generally adjacent to the sidewall j^ructures, a front wall 
structure; a rear wall structure opposing the front wa|r structure; and a pair of 
sidewall structures disposed in opposing relation^the top wall structure, the 
bottom wall structure, the front wall structure, the rear wall structure and the 
sidewall structures being coupled so as to form^n interior space. 

opening at least one of the front wall structure and the top wall structure 
and loading cargo into the interior space, 
closing the opened wall structure, 
moving the container to the flatbed' vehicle, the flatbed vehicle having a 
cargo carrying surface, opposing sides of the cargo carrying surface defining 



V 



recesses, and 

inserting the legs^ ntotjie recesses to mount the container to the flatbed 
vehicle. 




The method of claim 3*0, wlieremi^^ opening and closing steps, both the 
front wall structure and the too^wall structure are opened and closed. 

The method of claim sb, fWher including stacking another container on top of 
said container by inserting\^gs of said another container into recess of said 
container. 





A method of delivering tires to a tire dealer comprising: 

providing/a container having a top wall structure; a bottom wall stmcture 
opposing tlie top wall structure, a front wall structure; a rear wall structure 
opposing^he front wall structure; and a pair of sidewall stmctures disposed in 
opposing relation, the top wall structure, the bottom wall structure, the front 
wall structure, the rear wall structure and the sidewall structures being 
coupled so as to form an interior space. 

opening at least one of the front wall structure and the top wall structure 
and loading tires into the interior space, 
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closing the opened wall structupe, 
moving the containerj^ a flatbed vehicle, 
securing the container to ]ne flatbed vehicle, 



transporting the 
removing the corf 
at the tire dealer for 





to a tire dealer, 

the flatbed vehicle, and leaving the container 
ig thereof. 



The method of waim 33, wherein, in the opening and closing steps, both the 
front wall strjU^Ore and the top wall structure are opened and closed. 
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